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You are here: Home — About FSF website E
Free software is a matter of liberty, not price About the FSF

by John Sullivan — last modified March 07, 2011 12:20

The Free Software Foundation (FSF) is a nonprofit with a worldwide mission to promote computer « What is free software?

user freedom and to defend the rights of all free software users.
+ F5F management

As our society grows more dependent on computers, the software we run is of critical importance to securing . FSF staff

the future of a free society. Free software is about having control over the technology we use in our homes,
schools and businesses, where computers work for our individual and communal benefit, not for proprietary
software companies or governments who might seek to restrict and monitor us.

» F5F board of directors
» F5F interns

o _ _ + Campaigns
The Free Software Foundation is working to secure freedom for computer users by promoting the

development and use of free (as in freedom) software and documentation — particularly the GNU operating * Licensing & Compliance Lab

system — and by campaigning against threats to computer user freedom like Digital Restrictions » Contact Us
Management (DRM) and software patents. « FSF in Charity Navigator
Our Core Work « F5F financial information

The FSF maintains historic articles covering free software
philosophy and maintains the Free Software Definition — to
show clearly what must be frue about a particular software Slgn up

program for it to be considered free software.
http://www fsf.org/about/ i

Sign up today to receive the
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The Open Source Definition

Introduction

Open source doesn't just mean access to the source code. The distribution terms of open-source software must
comply with the following criteria:

1. Free Redistribution

The license shall not restrict any party from selling or giving away the software as a component of an aggregate
software distribution containing programs from several different sources. The license shall not require a royalty
or other fee for such sale.

2. Source Code

The program must include source code, and must allow distribution in source code as well as compiled form.
Where some form of a product is not distributed with source code, there must be a well-publicized means of
obtaining the source code for no more than a reasonable reproduction cost preferably, downloading via the
Internet without charge. The source code must be the preferred form in which a programmer would modify the
program. Deliberately obfuscated source code is not allowed. Intermediate forms such as the ocutput of a
preprocessor or translator are not allowed.

3. Derived Works

The license must allow modifications and derived works, and must allow them to be distributed under the same
terms as the license of the original software.



The following licenses have been approved by the OSI via the License Review Process.
(After each license name, the license's SPDX short-form identifier is given in parentheses.)

Academic Free License 3.0 (AFL-3.0)

Affero GNU Public License: See "GNU Affero General Public License 3.0 (AGPL-3.0)" ™
Adaptive Public License (APL-1.0) DE:RI:ESLCE
Apache License 2.0 (Apache-2.0) . | U

Apple Public Source License (APSL-2.0)

Artistic license 2.0 (Artistic-2.0)

Attribution Assurance Licenses (AAL)

BSD 3-Clause "New" or "Revised" License (BSD-3-Clause)

BSD 2-Clause "Simplified"” or "FreeBSD" License (BSD-2-Clause)
Boost Software License (BSL-1.0)

Computer Associates Trusted Open Source License 1.1 (CATOSL-1.1)
Common Development and Distribution License 1.0 (CDDL-1.0)
Common Public Attribution License 1.0 (CPAL-1.0)

CUA Office Public License Version 1.0 (CUA-OPL-1.0)

EU DataGrid Software License (EUDatagrid)

Eclipse Public License 1.0 (EPL-1.0)

Educational Community License, Version 2.0 (ECL-2.0)

Eiffel Forum License V2.0 (EFL-2.0)

Entessa Public License (Entessa)

European Union Public License, Version 1.1 (EUPL-1.1) (links to every language's version on their site)

Fair License

Frameworx License (Frameworx-1.0)



GNU Affero General Public License v3 (AGPL-3.0)

GNU General Public License version 2.0 (GPL-2.0)

' GNU General Public License version 3.0 (GPL-3.0)

GNU Library or "Lesser” General Public License version 2.1 (LGPL-2.1)
GNU Library or "Lesser” General Public License version 3.0 (LGPL-3.0)
Historical Permission Notice and Disclaimer (HPND)

" IBM Public License 1.0 (IPL-1.0)

IPA Font License (IPA)

ISC License (ISC)

' LaTeX Project Public License 1.3c (LPPL-1.3cC)

" Lucent Public License Version 1.02

MirOSs Licence

Microsoft Public License (Ms-PL)

' Microsoft Reciprocal License (Ms-RL)
MIT license (MIT)

Motosoto License (Motosoto)

Mozilla Public License 1.1 (MPL-1.1)

" Multics License

NASA Open Source Agreement 1.3 (NASA 1.3)
MNTP License (NTP)

' Naumen Public License (Naumen)

Methack General Public License (NGPL)

MNokia Open Source License



Mon-Profit Open Software License 3.0 (Non-Profit OSL 3.0)
OCLC Research Public License 2.0 (OCLC-2.0)

Open Font License 1.1 (OFL 1.1)

Open Group Test Suite License (OGTSL)

Open Software License 3.0 (OSL-3.0)

PHP License 3.0 (PHP-3.0)

The PostgreSQL License (PostgreSQL)

Python license (CNRI Python License)

Python Software Foundation License

Qt Public License (QPL-1.0)

RealNetworks Public Source License V1.0 (RPSL-1.0)
Reciprocal Public License 1.5 (RPL-1.5)

Ricoh Source Code Public License (RSCPL)

Simple Public License 2.0 (Simple-2.0)

Sleepycat License (Sleepycat)

Sun Public License (SPL)

Sybase Open Watcom Public License 1.0 (Watcom-1.0)
University of Illinois/NCSA Open Source License (NCSA)
Vovida Software License v. 1.0 (VSL-1.0)

W3C License

wxWindows Library License (WXwindows)

X.Net License (Xnet)

Zope Public License 2.0 (ZPL-2.0)

zlib/libpng license (Zlib)
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